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BRNOR'S  MESSAGE.

Virginia Affairs and Issues
- Ably Discussed.

 LINCHINGS IN THE STATE
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Sererely Coxdemned aud Heroic Remelics
Proposed.

WALTON ELECTION LAW DEFENDED.

ecares Crier at the Pols and & Fres Ex-
pression of the Will of the Peop's.

THINKS ONE CONSTABLE SUFFICIENT

mm in Alexardsia Connty Con-
demue! 1 Unmeasared Terms.

HOW BE WOULD BREAK UP GANELING

Reammends Tt 1he Comy Judges e
Given Extraovdinary Powers,

INGREASE OF CRIME A1ONG NCGROES

Me Says Sintistics Show That the Fiduen.
tlon of the Negro Has Failed to Nring
About & Decresse inCrime - A Law Fro-

posed Almed wt Price-Vighting - He
Asks for Generous Appropriations
for Penslonlng Confederate Sol.
diers—Me Deckres That 1t ds the
Puty of the State lo Protect
All Property, nnd  Defends
His Course In Using ithe
Militury, by Which He
Saved  Bloodshed . Op.
posed tou Constitation-
al Conveution - FPro-
tectionofour waters
and the Oyster In-
dustry — Publle
Debt and the

FPeultentinry.

Lee Monus

ment-The

Fublie
Dobt.

Following Is the full text ¢f Governor
Q'Ferrall’'s message. submitted 1o thoe
Legislature yesterday.

Cannotiweslth of Virglna,
Governor's. OfMue,
Richmond, Vi, Decomber 4, 15
To the General Assembly:

1n obedience to the requirements of the
Censtitution of Virginia, you have as-
sembled to enact such laws as mny, In
your wisdom, be necessary Lo promoto
the welfare nnd advance the prosperity
of the people, whose soversien wili his
made you thelr representatives

1 congratulite you upon the recovery,
in great measure, of the Commonwenith
from the long financial depression under
which she has been suffering, the ree
sumption of work In many of hor ln-
dustries =0 long closed, and the prospeet
of an eatly general revival of business
and trade

1 congratulate you upen the general
g00d health with which our borders have
Been blessed, andd our freedom from se-
rious epidemics and contaglons which
have affiicted other sections of our lad

You have before you ninety days for
work, every available hour of which will
be required for the faithful and intell-
gent discharge of your mportant duties

My own long experivnce Is that it is
the rule with Weislative bodies to delay,
and only to enter earnesily upon thele
labors when compelled by the nearness
of adjournment. It is in these last days
of & sesston that (l-matured Jegistation
oocurs, 1 respectfully suggest, in the in-
terest of the Commonwealth and people,
that vour honorable bodies depart from
the usual cimtom of procrastination and
enter promptly upon the consideration of
matters which may demand your attens
tion,

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION,

It is likely that the question of a con-
vention to friome w new Constitution will
be brought before you. With due defer-
ence to the sentiment which prevalls, 1o
some extent at least, In Its favor, it is
my opinton that a convention would be
impolitie, and iInvolve BN UNDECCSSRENY CX-
penditure of money.

Bo far o= 1 am informed, the reasons
advanced for a convention are, that thy
expenses of The State government coulil
thereby be leasensd by returniog to the
old syetem of county courts, redgeing
the number of cirouit judces and suporin-
tendents of public free sehools, abollshing
the offive of colunty treasurer, and im-
posing the dutios now porformed by him
upon the sherift, and chunging existing
oriminal laws In many particulars

Lot us consider them b thewr ovdor:

First, A return to the old system of
Justloes’ couris

In this there would be no covnomy, for
the ageregato pay of the justlees who
constituted the “oupty courts pring to the
prosent Constitution was fully as much,
1 think, as the angeregute salorjes of the
connty judges, which are graded wecord-
fug to the population of the respective
vaunties. Under the old <ystem the couns
ty courts had no jurlsdiotion in felony
Casts exoept nEalnst frov negroes, whers
the penalty win not death; amd 1 do not
suppose it 18 seriounly proposed to confer
such jurlsdiction now, for If [t was not
consjdered wise when the justiovs wore
men of superior intelligence, 1t vould not
be at present. Under our enlarged suf-
frage and citizénship, it In & well-known
fact that In certain sections of the Btate
the justices In many Ainstances are n-
ferior In character as well as intelllgence.
Then, If felony cases are not to be tried
n the county, but in the cirouit courts,
apeedy trinls could not be had, and in-
fee would be done to the Innceont and

H

too tardy justice meted out to the gullty,
Becond. Reductlon of (he number of
alreult Judges.

In my opinlon nearly every Judiclal
clreuit in the Btate (s as laree as 4 proper
mﬂ.tﬂ' the administrstion of justlce

admit, Though the population of the

1 territory of Virginla has greatly

atid business bhas grown tme-

. have. whout the same num-

ber of circuit judges as In the same ter-
and the uniform swlaries
If the cirvalt courts
criminal jurisiletion
cuses, It must be admitted
the number of clreult Judges would
Increased. In fmct, | think
infinitely better now to in-

tendents Is wholly oceupted, i€ (hey

o thelr duty, In the tmall counties they

Cplted with, notitted me that

are not continuously engaged, but if addi-
ttonal Jabor s frposed, additional com-
¥ tion should follow. The salarvies ars
sy low & they can be to secure well quats
itiwd anc efMichint officers, and the peo-
ple demand the best system attalnable
and will not telerate any change which
miey tend In the most remota degres to
impuir or weaken the system or place
it in the hands of Incompetont or incf-
flelent supesint ndents, :

Fourth. Abolishment of the offices of
vounty and clty trocsurers,

Stite, county, and city taxes are eol-
leated upon commigalons. 1f the officor of
county and city Lreasurers nre abolished,
and the duty of collecting the reveites
impored upon the sheriffs, there will sim-
My be a chunge of porsons without any
saving, unless the commigsicns ary re-
duved, Should this be done? | think not.
The respcnsibilities are grent, and fine
husinens quallfications are required. and
if the emoluments are inadecunte 1t will
be aifficult to induce proper persons tu
avrept the posittons, and he Comnion-
wenlth may suffer in the collection of
her revennes. Hesldes, the sheriffs have
genorally endcugh to engage them in Herys
e eivil process, enforcine phecutions, ar-
resting offenders, attending the sessions
of the vourts, and performine the dutles
which belong pecialiarly 1o thelr offfecs
Agsin, with the taxes to colleel anl ex-
vottlone Lo enforce, the sheriffs would
held n power which might prove to be
dangerous.

Flith.® Criminnl expenses,
T hat the eriminal expongss of ths State
aré too hoavy must be admitted: that
1

they ghould be carefully
the pruning “knile applied wi
(un be done with due regard to the
forcement of the laws, the presorvatic
ordor and the demands of Justice cannot
Le qv estiongd

BBut this, as well as the proposed
ehung=s before mentloned, can s accoti-
plisliend, If desired, either by leginlutive en-
motment or by the poople by @ dment
to the Corutitution—elither n safer and
much loss e xponsive mode than & consti-
tutional convention.

BTATE VALUTATIONS.

A general reassesement of the lande of
the Commonwenlth being  reguired this
yenr, L waN feurad there would e a
consldernble roduction in values, and a8
consequent falling off In the revenued,
his apprebension gaye e deep concern,
for with a degroase in (ho revenuoes 1o
any cemsiderable extent there woull be
gerfouy embarcasamont in meeling our
obillgutions ord the expwnses of our Stute
government. 1 am, however, pleased to
learn, 1hit the reassessment shows that

there has been pn o i pur real
atate valuex of ¥4 v GG, il
not a decrease. Bo that Virginfu, deapite
the heavy fnancial  depression  unocr
which ahe, In comimon with the shole
country, has heen suffering for seyvoeral

vears, bas gone forwoend wmd added sp-
preclably (o her  taxable  real  cslide
values. It =peaks volumes for her o
terial strengih, and the COUrbee, enorgEd,
and Industry of her peopl
Our treasury has been
promptly every demirnd

ahile
il

o meat
upon i,

and there Is no reison to fear that loss
will be mustainsd by the defaleation of
any who have been entrusted with !

vollection of the Stiate's moncy W
Iy st any pericd in her Blatory hoave the
finances of Virginla been in Letter oo
ditfon, and the present lscal year prain-
lges e well ox the last two.
FUBLIC DEDT
Little neod be gald In veference to the
publie debr. 1t hus been settiod ugon o
busis honorable to the State and sotifa
tory to the creditors, and 1 can con
of no condition of affairg that «un nr

to renew any conteption over this uek-
tion.

er the provisions of an aot approved

roal INH, holders of % n of

the unfurslad debt, who were Gaered fvom
the provislons of the act approved Pole
riary M, 182 by thelr fatlurs to aceeat
within th time preseribed, weee  wrs
mitted to accept the terma of the lust-
nomed det, atd the Cominissloniers of 1he
Sinking Fond were author el and vm-
powered 10 place  these holde an’ the
same footing as if they Had setyrlly se
contind the terms of sabd Dsc-amme] net
within the preseribesd thme, L onrsuance
¢f the power confeered aonl ma directed
the Comnmisslovers of the Hink al
mlvertinel for the reception of makd put-
standing bonds for vxel . aful bornis
to the mgustint of $1,4,400 W i
dered and funded, anad, o Hew theyeof,
pow I=3 per cont. honds for «Je
st of L0514 wers

agETvEnto

It I8 well known Uit th Bitedd Blonten
holde registered Bopds of the Canmun
wealth. In May, 189, o demuipd w
for the peyment of the 3

Lted by the 1 rey ol

1 his Jdemane W0, prin
oipaty, and rofused upon the following tm-
prognnble grounis, 4t forth in the
letter of Ao W, Harmat i., Troasurer
of Virginia, to Hon, Do H. Morgan, Treas-
wrer of the United Btates:

First, Beciuse appropriation hind
aver been miade to pay the

Seeond.  Because the bomls wero 1nsied
Vefore the dismemberment of the Staie of
Virginly, bul no credlt was allowed for

West Virginin's “equitable proportion” of
wiawl  bonids

Thinl., PBecdurs the Government of the
Tpited Stutes 18 ndebted to the Com-
menwenlth of Virginlig for ndyances mmle
and money loaned curing the war of 1519,

nrounting, on the Ist day of Januney,
1500, 1o SLI0 62804,
It s & matter of record thut for forey-

five years Virginla has e demanding
payment of these qdvinees
aver since the Unfted SBtitos s
holder of the registered Honds
Virghalia has been ready 1o gy
for the sane ypon the Unitsd 3
debtedners to Her, but 1o th
time shie has Tailed to secnuraa sog
i b ar the nther of Condg
regecaten Put 'st diffordnt sessjons, \
opnlyed Vieginin's oladm, and passod Wiits
to pay her. tHibyr States have been |
the advances mate by them, bhut VI
an patriotic and true a8 any, sl so ey
al In her teerftorinl donations to the
Union, has been icft to continiue hor up-
mi s

1 would recommend thet your honornble
bodles memortalize Congress for an ad
Jusiment of the matters between the
Unltod Stater end Yisginla, and take such
other aotlin is may, in your julgmept,
promote w  settlemont of accounis be-
twoen thom.

Hy Joint resoluticn of the Genernl Au-
semldy. approved Murch 5 1884, entitied
“A Joint resolution to provide for adjust-
Ing with the Biste of West Virginia,™
Koo n commission was created and aud-
thorized and directed, under conditiona
specifivd, to negotlite with the Stale of
West Virgmin n settlement amd wdjust-
ment of the proportion of the public debt
of the original State of Virginla proper
to be borne by West Yirginin.  This com-
mission was duly organized, and, after
the conditlons specified had been oom-
they wera
remdy to perform thelr duly, whereupon
1 communiested the sald joint resolution,
as directed therelin, to the Governar snd
Lagisiature of West Virginia by letter,
a copy of which s appended hureto,

The commission will make a report to
you as to thalr actlon and the result or
thelr effort, and I shall not anticipute
it 1 will only =say that nothinie vaz ace
complished, and, S0 far as | can see,
Virginia 158 no pearer a4 consummation of
tier dedire to effoct a settloment and ad-
Justment with West Virginia than she
WA TWENLY Years or more ago

THE PENITENTIARY.

The number of conviets in the pentten-
tury hus been increasing monthly ever
since my administration began. On the
15t day of October, 184, thore wore Hfteen
hundred and thirty; on the 1st day of
October, 185, there were sixteen hundred
and sixteen. While 1 am an earnest ad.
vocaie of the publie free school system,
1 am constrained to say that its advan-

v, ]

1

the, verage criminal percentage of the
coltxad poputation of the northern and
weatern States.  According to the census
of 1890, thers were nearly tifteen in every
five thousand of the colored population
of the northern and westert, States in
the penftentiaries and jalls, while in Vie-
ginin thers were only about cight In
overy five thousand, This proves elther
thyt thers 8 mere erime amobg the bet-
ter-educated colored citizons of the north-
erth and western States than among the
eolored eltizens of Virginla, or that our
peaple are more lenient to this rice than
ure the people of those States. If the
former, It would appear that education
bus not heen beneficial to these §ooples
It the latter, ft is a full answer to the
charge of injuriles wid Wrong s0 per-
slstently made against us—that We are
sievere and cruel In our treastment of
them, Fut, he this as it may, we are
confronted with the fact that the num-
ber of oolored convicts §s increasing so
raplily as to lead us to realize that our
erimingl expenses are pdvancing out of
all proportion 1o the growth of our pop-
ultlon, and that  we must extend the
walls of our prison, now overflowing.

It tn gratiiving to me to be able to re-
port that the management of our” peni-
tontinry, during the jast (wo yrars, has
Veon most weiisfactory, For the nscal
year ending on the 3ith day of Seprember,
184, the nei revenus was about FA
for the lnsy fisenl year, abott $51.000

The health of thie prison hns been gocd.
The dizelpline has heen rizhd, Lt mercl-
ful. "Ihere hodn o oscRpes

By wn wet of the Genorsl Ass nbly,
proved Januney 22, 184, the super
dent was gushorized, with the o
of the hotrd of direetors and the Govern-
or, to gpurchiase or jease & farm, vl
eroet thervon suitable  buildings for the
care and employment of conviets.  In
pursusnce of the gothority conferred, a
fitm, Iving on the Jumes rviver on 3
Iine of the James River diviglon of tie
Chesapenke and Ollo rallroad, twenty=
alx miles from 1l ity of Itichmond,
containting €2 geres, was hought Tor §14,-
I think It wan & most Judiclous

MF) on
purihu

The superintendent, under the direction
of the board of directors, has ertctod
buildings and stocknes, purchired stock
and implements, and lad, on the 1st day
af Octolwr Inst, nearly two hundred cons
work He comméenceild OpETh-

the beginning .
<5, and hak had in cultiviation
, atid Hns rodnes

viets nt
wons ¢

anoit four hundred aern

sareo guontities of corn, potajods, niv
Jener producis, and been sery Snccessi,
comsidering the unfaso son. In
addition, & large amottit of cledning up,
ditebing, &e., has been done. It s my
opinlon thet the enterprise will he

sureoss, and justify the setian of the ten-
Assembly In authorizing the
chnse, for, notwithstanding the
drpught, the farm wis almest
tuining. the deflcieney amoun
$1. 1Lt

vl e

vels

In connection with what | have said
as (o thie necessity of enlargement of the
penitentinry, | call your ca ful atten-

thon to the recommendation of the hoam
of directors ag 1o hetter prison arange-
ments Thelr recommunddation s wiss,
and 1 hope vou will fipd it possible, under
the plan suggested by the superintendent,
to cal'ry it ol It can well be imagined

what the condition must be when the
bualtdings were srected for not more thun
ane-third of the nusiber tow conlined
in them There are conslantly, on an
avernge. Oty colored hiys, sixiesn ¥onra
of age and under, serving seniances
The erimes of which they are
uiity are grand larceny and h
ing Ape ted ms they nye,
pace,  with
there I8 1o liope
reform  th by sbsolute
when thefr forms oXplre
yoont into the world oniy 1o
enter upon ciresvrs of orime Huamanity
anid public polley demund that an effort
b snielde, ke far as may be, 1o ref y
them while thdir m re. KU e
Ble Of godad [mpre I
Caibie, T owould he
forinpiory school established

fOF Beparute

not i pramoticable
whonld T mig

ma

provision

npart nin for them

Mhe I= nothing in whirh the people
Fesl oper Apterest than in’our Sinte
hoey I aml nothitg  for which they
nre n willing 1o he thxed thun for
thelr support Every nutuenl heart gors
out In svmpathy to the unfortinats in-
mates, wml every humam f s repdy Lo
gantribute far thelr male 1tiee, Lregts
mient, aml eomfort Th istitutions
should have the @ femder connldera-
thon; thelr mal sement #hou
with 1 prthods  npad
fdens 1 be in charge of those
st ed in the treal nt ol k-
oases 0 1 i, ) directad by hong
of wile-gwako Lusiness ten, who will
carcfully ohserve overything connected
with them, and bend  every energy Lo

Improve thony year by year

1 think 1 can report that of our
hosplials nre biedng well condueted.  The
superintendents and thedr

nll

ficlthiful in thelr atiention

thelr offorts, and kind wnd

lrentr while the DBoards of «dlr
arp constunt in thelr watchfu
A=l bty Ll dlschared of thelr «
tiking nothing for pruntad, leaving

ing to chnsice
PUBLIC FREE SCHOOLS.
It will be no less pleasing to you than

it s to mysell to know that our Iree
sohiools are dolng well ano the inlerest
in thizm s iy increa It

The school stitistics Yor the yoar clow-
ing July & 1sn, Wil show thay there
Wers 05 i 2240 ¢olorod schools

oM, i white §
ool pupils enrollod; amd 6,21
2.8t eolored toacher The revi
the Wl follows: Loenl funds,

yedr

fnwie district, pnd clty levies
(L o L g procosis
of State nlion by
Genetal Adsrm slminls
of the Litérary i A muk™g
w total of $1L8 T The exponses Were
as follows Tenchers' =alarls, $.258 -

1120
b 13; il other
moking n total of
In slatement no ac-
1 eRrrid Trom

50 pend estate, bulldin

A,
it by taken of 1
s preceding Year. D
a wiight sdvence in the
to the support of the
I# urgoent peed of more mohey.
i2 {oo ¥hort ln country s
gulgries cre insaufcient, and thicre are
other demands which must b mét to
bring our rystem abreast with the schoola
of other Stutés, whoere the revenues ure
much larger. T feol thal [t is unnecessary
for ¢ (0 wrge You to give our m
all the support in your power

AbLout o year igo the chiarge was made
that patrons of the Virginia schools were
paying more for thelr s houl-books than
the patrons of the schools of other Slates
were paying for the sams books. A care-
ful and exhaustive mvesilgation was in-
stituted, and the charge was found to be
witerly groundless. There {8 no State
which has more favornble contracts than
Yirginia.

THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINTA.

1t becomes my palnful duty 1o report
to you the burning, on the 27th day of
October Iast, of the rptunda and annex
of that grand Institution of learning, the
University of Virginia, which for nearly
three quarters of u century has been the
pride of all Virginians and the lterary
and intellectunl  Meccen of the South,
and whose founder and firdt rector was
the ange of Monticello, It is o calamity
which has brought sorrow to the whele
Huate, and 1 g sure | state it not too
strongly when 1 say that the people of
Virginia will not I content until they
can again geze with fullness of heart
upon the rotunda as Jefforson planned
it, and such additions as will make the
whale equal in form und beauty to what
it was bofoye the fire

1 am not prepared, nor do 1 think it
proper for me 1o suggest ways amd means
1 bave the utmost confldence in your
wisdom, a5 wdll as your devotlon to the
object so warmly eherished throughott
the borders of our State, and I am' con-
fident you will tnke such steps, if within
the seppe of your authority, as will r:-‘

The term
hools, teachers”

rysl

sult speedlly in the full restoration

our b

University—the nursery of
orators,

)

every eftort and glve you my hearty sup-

port W ,
I'HE LEE MONUMENT.

It s unly necessary for me to Jdirect
your attentien tc the noglected condi-
tion of the Lae monument, in the city of
Richmond, 1o ingrre an ample ajppro-
priation to lmprove the spot upon which
it stands, and preserve It from vhe van-
dal's hand. It now belongs o the State,
and should m.ﬁ: the core which the
sacred memories that cluster around such
u monameat demand at the hands of the
Genora! Aseembly of Virginla. Iis pres-
ent condition ir & shame and disgrase.
Already Its supertructuroe hiks baen chip-
fed and marted by hearticss retic-hunters,
1 enrnestly recommend Immediate fetion.
Lot it no longer pppear as though our
fove for the memory of Robert B Lo is
waning  The pint should be sodded, the
monument repaired, and the whols en-
clesed With & subwtantial iron ralling, suf-
ficlently high to prevent Injury or detace-
nent,

That 1 will strike n responsive chord in
your breasts, I doubt not, when 1 recom-
mend that the yrmost llberality he shown
to  Jesendant soldlers ond - dependent
widowi of seldiers who served In Vir-
ginia commands 10 the Confederate army.
The Confederate soldler fousht for prin-

elple, not spolls; patriotism  prompted
hita, Pot boanty money Nor pensions,
Thar yerrs hnve passed alnes the war

Petween the Siates closid, asd all who
prrticipated in i1 have passsd tha merldis
an of life, numbers of them are in
old age. Expcrurg incldent to that ser-
vice Das brought diseasse Lo many, ren-
dering them lucapable of earag a live-
Hhood, while others receivid  wounds
whileh havs so weakened them physically
ue to moks them dependent.  Inomany in-
stances the widows of thosu who Were
Killed or died during the war, or since,
reom wounds fodicted of disimses con.
tracted fn the servies, have been riduced
to poverty, and, eithor by reason of sd-
vianeod age or impaired health, aro com-
pelled to rely upom the chnrity of friefils
for support. Virginia Is in duty bound to
fot Jdlint s viving veiernnus
oo lews bhrave nmd
I tien who gave thelr Byvos in her
defenee, and at her behest. 1 am confl-
dint 1 will appeal not in vain for gens-
orois appropriations for pensions and In
maintenance  of that noble institution
known as the Confederate Home. Every
toval Vieginlan will spplaud you for re-
oxniging In as full measure as possible
Virginia’s sacred obligation
HBOARD OF AGRICULTURE,

the Hoard

Care thes

aid the widows of the

report of

of Agricul resting, and 1 recom-
mend its sl Hoard di-
o uggestlons

1 on varl jecie’ con-

tained In thelr lnst annual report, and I

suggestions

their

hope you will
thoughtful consideration
‘Ihe encourngement of immigration and
the construction and malntenance of o)
ropds are carnestly urged; the import-
ance of the Weather Burean I8 present-
ed, and the hope expressed the State
weather pervice will tw organized and
pleced upon o firm bhasis; the vaiue of
soll tosts is regnrded by the board
great, snd the nesd of o topographical
and geographical mup of Virginia 18 con-
sidered lmperative
The appropriation for the past Tiseal
for the vonduct of the Department
was 313,000, and the board
pam of 30110 was derivesd
from the tax on fertilizers, of which #.-
119 was turned lnto the State treasury,
in pursuance of Jaw
walth pnil glory of a country arc
rrade, but it I8 in the ¢ i«

sofl that o country's real
vmlna foundd

s

youl
of Agricnltury
reports thoet the

The

ing-easod by
vation of the
sirongih sl B

Represonting, as yeu do, a Blite whose
main-stay s agriculture, 1 feel that noi-
trg 4 cnn sy can il to your hmierest in

s nesils ar withte
INSTITUTIHONS OF LEARNING
I have already roferred to the calanity

which has befallen Viegiela 10 the par-
il destrugetien of the Unlversity, bugy
the board of visitors wmd the Faeciiy
have displnyed most commendabie zead
end exepuvive abitity In mieet-
s of the situstion, [he

¢ oalter the s tha Clures Werd ree

i, anid everv arcangement has been

to contipite them, and 1o provide for
number of stildents during the
Hiversily Your

Medieal College continues ta ¢njoy
Its  waoll-earned e ation; the [
Normnl Behool §8 progressing dnely; the
Miltury Tnstitute fim barrncks well
and mtalos its high position in the
esteem and affections of the poople of
the South: the Agricaltural amd Mechan-
festl College dmng excelleont wors umnder

Thy

als

itk
il

Its puperior nuanogement, srd 04 ma -
plntlon® dre far in excess of any previc
veur b it history: Willkam  and

allege, so rich i historie memor i
moving forward with rupbl stridis; the
Livaf, Duymb, and Llnd Institution s
keaping up its standard, and is I an
crnament to the State, and tnn Normal
anl (Collegtate Institute ranks with the
b=t of fre 1 il

All of theso Instltutions merlt, and will
recelve am o sure, all the support Yoy
oan thewn in fustice (o ther press

Ing demands npon OUr revenuns,
PROTECTION OF OUR WATHS

tith of Virginla in her waters
overdstimnivd
Lo ¢ Baylor survey. thire
fr id acres of naturnd oyotor beds
™ il shonls, mod 08080 Kores

af

planting grovund—of “harren aron disg
by the Commonwedlth for tho i

lon of orsters Of o * the n
rocls cannol be rente But 1ax
mense wrén outalde ix § able, ar it
It could be let at an annual rental of one
dollar per acre—the o fixed by stut
ute—It would yvield ga much revenug ns s
now realized from real and personal piop-

of the value of one hupdred mfllion
. and tearly as much as from all
citlen In the Stute, It may be that
vast oxpante of ovster geound vilf
r, under any elrcomstances or on-
dittone, b leased, bt suppose the Siare
van realize from half of it, how magrifl-
cont will be the return!

But to rserve the value of thes: nrop-
panting grounds we must guard the peed
ground

How Important, theg, it is that we Inok
woll to the protection of the natural ley's
fram the it home and abraal

While we have haod some trouble with
resident  dredgors,  Ine ant have hoen
onr troubles with non-residents *n the

Povomole sounds unll re-
vontly. 8o persistent and frequent Lad
boen these incursi by non-residents
that doring the seas of the lnst Lieneral
Ansembly | recommended an appropriation
for the purpose of strengthening our oy i.
ter pollce navy, and the sum of 000
wan sol apart to that end. Without ex-
ponding all of this appropriation,  the
Board on the Chesapsake and Its ‘Tribu-
taries purchassd in the clty of Naw York
a steamer of light draft, yet seaweosihy,
and armed and equipped her. aae Wi
numed “Accotnne,” and with the schion-
éra “Tangler” and “Pocomoite,” akrvacy
In service, she was kept on the State line
In the soundas during the aywier season of

Tangter and

l'f.tt-'ﬁ./Al the émd of that season, fo
gave expenses, the “Pocomoke’ a8 To-
tired until the commencement of the

present season, when she was ag i flae-
«i in commission, the “Accomac™ anl the
“Tangler,” however. remalning at their
posts during the past summer, and all
are now on duty.

1t gives me pleasure to state that sigoee
the “Accomac” was placed on the lps
no depredation of any consequence hus
occurted, [ believe the sppropriation was
Judiclous, ami that the sirengtoeying of
our cyster police foree has had the effeet
of deterring non-vesbdonts from crosslng
our line, defying our laws, anl hreying
upon our oyster heds, as they hal teen
dolng for many yoars.

The officers commanding the sieamer
anil schooners bave been vigilant ond
faithiul, and are worthy of the highest
comnmundition. s ¢

CAPTURED BOATS

On the evening of the 1th day of Feb-
ruacy, 184, n large number of oyster
boats, owned and manned by citizens of
Maryland, crossed mto Virginia, in Tan-
glor sound, and with arms drove the Vir-
ginla oyster policg schooner, ar,"
from her

post in eald sound, and took

by

ters until they were driven out »m

oyster police steamer, *'Ch
der orders fram me, on the night of Feb-
runry 18th, In the pursuit of the maraud-
fng vessels the schoonmer “Willlam I
Price” and the schooner “G. W. Bteven-
son" bhelonging, respectively, to l_!gnjgfllﬂl;

F. Marsh and Edward Lows, 1
the State of Maryland, were taken by
the “Chesapeake.” It was alleged that
these boats had been pursued by the
“Chesupenke” into Maryland waters, and
there captured. The General Assambly of
the State of Maryland, on the 2Sth day of
February, 184, passed & joint resolution
declaring that the act was nn Invasion
and violation of the territory of Mary-
Jand, which could not be paseed by withe
out notlee and reparation, and, appoint-
ing & committee, who, In conjunetion with
the (lovernor of that State, were directod
to call the attention of the Governor and
Legislature of this State to this violatioA
of the territory of Maryland, and demand
redress and reparation, The joint rosoli-
tion was lald before me by the committer,
and by me communicated to the Giomaral
Assymbly of Virginia; whersupon a eom-
mittes was appolnted by a joint rerolution
adopted March 2, 1504, to act jointly or
separately with a ke committes 1o be
appointed by the General Assembly of
sarviand to Investigate aml ascertain
the facts in cor rection with the conflict
Letween the “Chesapeake’ and dredglug
vossols, and the capture of the “"Willlam
E. Price” and "G, W, Stevenson,” and re-
port the facts ascertaingd, together with
their eonclisions, to the Govarnor of this
Commonwenlth, On the {th day of June,
1594, the sald committee mnde their re-
part to me, setting forth that tha evidenes
was conflicting as to the exnet locallty of
tho captare of the gald vesails They re-
parted, further, that 1t clearly 1ppoared
that the "Chewipeake” purauod the dredg-
ing Moet into Maryland wuters, and, nften
un able and esbaustive Jdiscussion of the
right of Virginia to pursue into Mary-
tenn witerds, they concluded that fnas-
muoch ne the authorities of that Btats nad
nat therstofore 1efused to extradite an of-
fender agaiist Virginia's laws, and It not
gppearing that the attention of tha aus
theritiens of Marviand lusl boon called to
the continucus ineursions hy reatdents of
that State Into Virginls waters, Virginia

cauld not, at the date of the eapture,
claim the vight of pursuit. They furiher
coneluded that under all the slreum-

the full co-
of Maryland
avent similar
arknuwl-

stances. and relying uvpon
o lon of the authoritles
with our own officers to
troubles in the future, a =it
wrdgmont of regret | be

Governor of Murviand, sl
o4 that the captured vessels bo ten
o him, A copy of said report is hereto
apprended

Acting upon the recommendation of the
sommittae, on the Sth of Septomber, 1208
1 madelire a letter to MW Excellency
Frank Brown, (o o , a
copy ‘of which, to wi qf
lils reply, will be AP

Sinco that time the 18 Deen no iEe
of complaint upan tl { Virginla,

and I hope and |
future be relleved of
for many years Ll
the Tangier and Po
sulting from e long
siatent adopredation v
Oy ate nile by reslients of Meryiainl
OYSTER LAWE
The oviter laws have been o1 I s
fa e, and the comrr funt of

I 1 ne

in the disgharge of 1
Violaiions are o -
violators have bedn

In varlous Instance
I 1, and ha
t s of 1}
cotirse, Lo luw, dnd tl
llwbie to ocvceur at any time tder thn
exlsting staiute of this fact, '1
subimit for y in the
Iy of so uly sEOLLlE s
iaire. adl be gratit-sl 4
fudge= of tive county "y
courts, it term 1,

the
ard of &l Heensesn

instend of Inspaset

the clerks of
that thiey be régquired to furnish o
of Inspector with a copy of each order
granting a lvense, and s
cortiflesd lat oF Bald
ditor of Iubll

the Audlior in
tors

It has been alieged in a fow Dealitles
that the survey of the natural beds <id

not embirace all of the natural rooks,
of have arisen lwiwren

not lncludesd
the opinfon Lhnt
sl Lantially
atesd by Lapt
LEHT T

speos of groud
I matist express
lines establishy
L They wWers
H, Haylor, o most disting
patent officer of the L'ni
and Goedetlc Survey, unde
prusEloners ajppone
respective

s alirvaltion

¥ the vourtsg
anmi 1
Ty, and
uld be no Interterence With thism un-
fean thers was a pulpalde mistie'es muade,
and no harm can pesult
taken not 1o el a bad precedent
THE VOLUNTEER MILITIA
Virginia dnd a voluntesr silith
of which she can be most Just
In the future, as in the past, sl
her soldiers « a bulwark ag
KEr, sver remly hold the lnw, moin-
tain the peuacs, fente the righi, wnd
protect the humbest of her olj 8 Ir
his mourantesd privileges, wheaever the
civil muthgrity § ves todo weall I'he et

have

shouid b

litia s the sw 1 of the Camenon-
weslth,” to be u tiousiy, hut firm-
iy, In valn will agits w awned dlstshers
gnd those with annrehlstic wnilenles

seek to arouse a prejudice againal Al

untesr soldiers of a Siate, for they aae
not hirelings nor allens, but thoey oonne
from the peopde, and, promptsl omy by
patriotism, they enlist for the detonee of
the people of thelr State and bev inatitn-
tionm,

hrice prond can Vieginia he of her
vollintesrs, r ®urely they have =hown
thely divotllon to her by mae
keoping up the efMoleney of t

gations in wplhis of & MeARTY Wipport
they have recelved from hei Last year
each eavalyman and aPtilleryman re-
eelyen ), amd ench Infantrymun $2.00,
from the State. [ do not thore in
& State In the Unlon that approprisates
po lttle for the suppert of her militia
Can we not do better?  An appropriation
double the sum _horelofore set  apart

would not be felt by any lax-payer i the
Commonwealtl, | am sure thers Is not
a member of elther of your honorable
boddies whn would vate to disband the
present milltary organization, for he rec-
ognizes the Importancs of malntalning
1. Then, if our safety depends upon con-
tinulng it i= it Jupt to throw the burden
privciieally upon the membera™ ‘They give
thelr time whenever the dignity of the
Btate requires it they glve their time in
drilling and becoming proficient In the
manual and evolutions, and they should
not be required to contrihiute thelr means
for incidental expinses

! recommend more Hberality than hepe-
tofore displayed for the benetit of the
volunteor militia,

The experfence of the last few years
has demonstrated the necessity of super-
vislon of State banks. The National
overnment hns considersd 1t wise—1n
fiot, necessary —to oxercise supervisory
power over national banks, and like power
should be exercleed Ly the State” ovir
State banks, Varfous insinnces, of yo-
cont dotes, could be dNted where heavy
losses have ovctrred through the pur-
lolning of funds by bank ofMicers, the
muking of falte entvies, and the Keeplng
of lalde accounts, or the gross misman-
agemoent of sakl banks

Bimilar power shoull be conferred over
Insurance companies snd bullding anad
loan gsgociations. During my term frouds
have Leen committed by In¥utance com-
panies chartered by this State.  Without
caplta), they have advertized extensively
for business, and lssusa  poliet wnd,
when lcres have occurred, the suffeing

| \‘ W sl ‘o thc l“‘

that they hmd been swindled and the
swindlers had departed,

Building and loan assoclations are mul-
tplying rapldly, and becoming Important

| aminer or commissioner to be

2 4 1o outstrip us in o

holders, depositors,
therein, the salary or fees

suld banks, com nasaclutions.

INSU

be less than ] i -
held for the sceurity of the insured, and,
in case of the default of & company 1o
pay any of it Habllities, the b_ondn are
dirseted to be sold to satisly the same
1t can work no hardship to require home
companies to make deposits upon the
same Losts. They will draw the Interest
fpon the bonds deposited, and by furnish-
ing security to thelr polley-holders, will
strengthen themselves in the conlidence
of the publle and enlarge (heir business.
No bina fide company, or one suftiglently
strong to do business and merit conti-
denen, it sesms to me, would object: and,
It the depcsits sre required. no fraufii-
lent coneerns could in the future impess
themselves upon the publle.

I thersfore recommend that all jnsur
anes companies, lite and fire, chitrtered
by this Stite, and now doing bustness in
this Staie, be regoired, within a rensolls
ahle time, to be fixed In the act, to de-
posit with the Treasurer of the State
bonds of the State, United States, or such
cltles 3% vou may designate, lo amounts
patal to fve per centum of thelr resjwct-
ive capitnl stocks, not to excesd (n any
cise 860,000 nor to be less than HO0,
and that companies, assoclations, or Ho=
cleties dolng business on the mutusi of
axsessment plan be required to deposit
the same seourities fn such amount as
you may deem proper,

1 further recommend thil no company,
assoclution, or soclety hereufter charters
e under the laws of this State shatl be
o to do husines or lsaus policies
wortifieates of insurance unthl it 2holl
have mads the sit required above of
vompanies, a=socintions, nnil societies now
chartered amd doing husinpes,

GOOT ROADS,

Great lnterest 1o being awakened in the
country al large In improved romls, and
! hope you will recagnizs the importance
of pus g well to the frent in the moves
went,  That our country roads are gen-

pritlly poor to one will deny We are
invitine  immigration and offering in-

ducements to settlers in the way of Jow
prices for our ferttle and rich nnids,
b we have dene nothing to make the
ways over which they must travel and
haul, §f they come WMONg us, smoath
and fleme Many States are already move
ing, nmd others are arousing from their
letharey. Shall we slesp and allow them
atter so essentinl
ty oir acvanorn ent and progrese?  We
have rallromds ruening In every direction
{0 tre npport our products to warket. ani
vl the rondways to them o many sec-
tlons nre so bad that the cost of reach-
e thern s =0 heavy a8 to leave the pro-

dugers HUitle profit after meeting the vost
ef production,  Complahit |8 freguent]y
mude L the frelght rates dre excesijve
This may be true In many Insteness, but
no effort is made 1o re re the exponss
of hauling to the rallroads by improving

e highways. Tt la my
pothing improves & Country more

thiss good ronds, and no nvestment ylelis

of the dutfes of my present pogition |
i « tnken a pecullar interest in the sub-
wun now presenting. T have found
Ithes In the way A0 an o« ctment
b laws an will Inpare the result de-
hut they are not jnsurmountiabie.
The SB8preme Court of Appeals of ths
Stute bas held that road sertvice cannot

be requlesd of the eitigens, amd | am
glad of i, for Yong exper il faliy
demonstrated thont the compulsory nys-

tem was “ponny-wise and poundsfoolish.
Our rodds, then, must be worked entirely
by taxation This ix metiled, How
much shinfl be lovied?  Our exiating stit-
dte provides that the tax for rowd pur-
pose sliall not be less thin five, nor more
than twonty conts upon «very one hun-
deed dollars i value of real and per-
sonil property An examination of the
ropdd levies of the counties discloses toe
fact that the pyerage tex is exceedingly
small, How unwise! It Is no wonder
that the roads mee often fouwml Impoes-
able just at the time the farmer wania
to take advantags of an advapcing muir-
ket, and, when they are at their bhest, he
fnds that four horses cannot haul as
mieh as two on a good road, and that it
tukes him twice as long to muke w trip
as it would on & macadamized |

dniring your seasion planeg to secure Liet-
ter roadways will be lalil hefore on, I
learn, by a commities appointed by a
roads convention which met recently in
the clty of Rlchmood, and I trost yvoi
will giv e committes . pationt aring
and be able to svalve =ome my
will redound to the sldvamtage of every
soot'en of our State, By securing bettop
waye for getting from! point (o poiak, and
corveying our products to the rablrowds
aml muarkets,

ERCAPES FROM JAILS.

Within the lost two YEars sacapes [rom
the jalis of the countles have been (e
quent. 18 every Instanes, [ think the
edcnpie has resultad  froca the nsecur
af the Jall or the negligence of the ofticer
i caarge It seems to me thar ull re-
wanls offered for the capture of an es-
cuped person trom the Jull of any coun-
iy or city, and the expenses inourrod 'n
his capture, should b a chalge upon
the county or elty and not upon the
Htute It s the duty -  of the coun-
ty  or city—not the Htate—~to pro-
vide & =afe and secure Jall, and 13 1=
the provinee of the county or city—not
the State—to provide an efficient citieer,
and when & person charged with ctone
Is permitted to escape, the cdaunty or city
—not the State—should be lable for the
reward and expenses inourred in his cup-
ture. I therefore recommend that any
reward offeresd by the Governor tor sn
sscapid prisoner from Jull, and the ox-
ponsen incident to his capture aud rotarn,
shall be pald by the Btiate, aml then re-
funded to the Btate by dhe county or city
from whote fall the escape ocourrel, aut
of the next anpnual levy, and thiat the
law be amended to this end. Tiis will
have the effect of sccuring safe Lalla
everywhere, and greater vigilan=o upon
the purt of the officers In charge, there-
by lessening the number of escapes sid
reducing the criminal expenies of the
Commonwealth.

Home time sinee, n prisoner, convicted
of murder, escaped from a Jull of one of
the counties, | offered a reward of ¢na
hundred dollurs for his approhension. He
wna captured ard returned to (e =ame
fall, and In & few days he sguln Hoernted
himself, and i now at lurge

PUBLIC HEALTH,

T submit that the laws bearing upon the
stilyject of publie health need reviaion.

Within the lust year, various lucalities
in the Stat® have hud visitations of smali-
pox and uther dangerons contaglous dis-

the stutute that the authorities were in
doubt ns to the course to pursue to pro-
tect the communities against the spread
of the maladies and at the same time ‘n-
fringe upon no personal or public right
Tt some localities proper precautions were
taken and no wrong done; In olhers, vx-
treme measures were adoptid, resulting
from unreasonable alarm, which worked
injiry to business interests.

The Governor, under secton 1714 of the
Code, Is required to appolnt a State Board
of Health and Vitsl Statistica. The du-
;'l:l::d‘mmul tblnhui\!mtﬂ

ted, in my opinlon, to effeet any prac-
be abolislied,

tical results, It should u
s title v misleadi or its dutles and
powers enlarged. [ ihink the latter would
be wise,

The prime object of a State Boal
Health should the saving of
Hves, ‘to that end the -

enses, and %o vague and (ndefinite was

opinion

the fermer more than the money hié pays |
ne road tax, if it is Judiciously used.
kver sinee 1 oentered upon the discharge

whlen |

| ocease 10 LY

E

Toarde
haractor, and they are supported by #p=
propristlons  Massachurelts approprintes
about $16L0;
$13, Maryland, $13,00; North
Bouth Carolina, $3,00;
Tennesses, .lurould
expressly that our hoard “shall net
' ay be a charge upon the Stte
I desire, In connection with the questiog
consideration of the dangers that ex
frem the breaking eut of Infections and
of the Commonwealth. There s no au-
thority to remove a conviet or prisones
glous dlsense, He cannot be taken (rom
the prison wualls 10 an isolated place. byt
the prison, unless, If a felon or & pricon.
er under sentence for misdemeancr, he ja
er awalting trial, he s discharged by the
court.
thorized, upcn the apphcation of the Su.
perintendint of the FPenltentinry, or the
the remaval of any felon or prisoler sorq-
ing & teem, who may have contractod a
some place to be designated by the sy
perintendent or jallor In his application,
tentiary or fall when he has reorver sl
unless the term of gald [elon or priscney
1 recommend that similar anthorlty he
conferred upon the Judges in the cares
THE NEW ELECTION LAW.
The aot approved March & I8, «nti-

o of a pmalhll
Minols about Ca,000: Alas
00, s
Our statute ]
any wiay
of public health, to direct you to
contaglons In the penltentinry and jalle
from elther who may contract a contos
must remaln and possibly contaminate
pardoned by the Governor, or, il a prison-
I recommend that the Govergor Iw ay-
fallor of eny county or cily, ta lrect
dongerous  and contagious diseass,  to
for trentment, 1o be returrod to the poni-
shall have explred
of prisoners awaiting trial
timd “An set to provide for the method of

voiing by ballot,” and known ax  the
UWaltonn Taw,'" hasg hesn vigorausly s
ralled w

I enrnvatly defonded.

I bave g careful conslderi-
tlon, amdl, ormince of my Jduty
I shall express my views wlainly and
Crankly. The ollect of all election lnwa

panuld e the secursment of oravr Gt tha
polls, and a fren and nntrammelled, purs
and unpirshased, expression of the wil
uf (he peoyle, through the pediiem of the
beilot box
It must ba conceded that the systam
which had prevalled In Virginta: for yYears
priors te D had utterly falled to &ocom-
pifsh the chject Just statod. Tt cannat
be depted that thers had been mieh on-
rurion and disorder ut the voting-plaaos,
wid that lasge wums of money hwd been
used {n every election te corrupt yolere
by all politieal parties, aid men's bal-
lote had been purchascd ke stocks in
the mariket. It capnot be denimd (hat the
ak in will had besn cantrallsd by the
¢, that they had been unduly In-
wowd wnd compallod, for fear of cliss
oFf race, ostracism or persecution, o re-
flect the will of others, not Jhalr awn,
and deprived of the free exercise of the
right of suffruge
Thaet this condition
LI sts of our
had long been apparent o evory honest
wnd  right-thinking W The Gendral
Amdembly, fully apprecigting the Jdanser
i which huat besn in

of affama shouid
institutlpns

to our i itione

arrasing hy yeur, unigrtook the
k of ¥ wing our laws In tha in-

L t of pure ¢loctions, aml the Wal-

ton act was the result of the combipe]

efort amd wiktem of a mujority of the

accompiistied the purpose
h it was Intended?

. ured quiet, peaceatis,
and oprderly elect e excitement,
confusion, and divord ind the hadger-
pabling, amd hauling of voters, that

surely re

(ALY 4
prevalled to such s disgusting extont,
have eosasn], 1t dered the Hase

of mondey Impossi « yenal voter
can no longer be led to the polls by him
who hns contracted for iy vote 44
has eertainly seoured the free, untriom-
melled, and unpurchised ballot of s¥ery
voter of ordiruty intelllgence, Tor whun
he enters the booth he (8 ¢ mpt from
intimidation and the Infly nee of Moliey,
vlnss, and race, and thers prepores his
own ballot with his own hand, onder
his own eye, and none other

Ha fur, the effect of the Walton law
must meet with the heirty support of
aviery oftizen who valités orddrly slections,
condomny Lthe use of money at the polls,
and desires @ free, antrammelled, shd
unpurchased expresslon of the will or
the people.

Now, as to the voters who are “phys-
leally or educationally nalle to vorte'
The statule provides that » special cons
stialile, “who shall be an honest and dis-
able to read  wnd

cfeel person, s b

write,” shall be appointed for ench poli-
fngeplice In the State, who, after helng
duly sworn to falthfully discharge lis
duty, shull, “at the request of any elo-
tor. who may be phynieally or educntions
ally unalile to vole,” tender the clectop
suh oasiatance us may be necessary in

proparing his Dallot

1t s to this proviglon of the law that
the most otta ollec®ion I8 made by
the opponents o J
that under {t il and hlind voters
are placed at the morey of the specind
constable This |8 true;, but o¥er since
thie baillor system was adopted in Virginia,
until tha passaxe of the Wailton law, all
fturate amd bitnd voters were compaells

wid 1o rely uyg athers wino were pot offi-
ciprg, and wers not un outiy, to pres
pure their ballpts f Waltan law

glves thom i sworn offieer, under o heavy
penalty, lastem] of a private citizen, un-
hound by the sanotity of an th. Thera
can be no force in the ohlection to the
proviston—anly on the assumption that
the officd belng of the opposite party
of the voter, would protumbly prepare the
bullot contrary to the directions of the
voter: i uther words, that the bpecial
constable, belng n Democrat or Republl-
can, us the case may bo, will likely jur-
jure himself In  the interesis of LS
party
thon, and, If cerried 10 lis loghcal
elustan, would cast discredit upon eve
Judge who w{rold-m and every witness
who testifles, 1t g contested-election case,
or other matter of a politieal nature. It
would be to hold thot a judge cannot
bi trusted, not a whness belleved, he-
cause he may he corrupted, or may coms
mit perfury to subserve party ends. This
{s more than 1 am willing 1o assume,
THE ORJECTION,

Dioes the experience wa have had in the
operation of the sot jusfify such an as-
sumption? Singe 1tx passige Wwe have
hid three geners] olections. There are
one hundred counties and eighteen citles,
‘and about fourteen hundred voting-places
in the State, and at each precinct there
wis @ apecial constable at each election,
1 have not heard of an Indictment being
found, or even charge preferred in form,
wgninst @ single spectal constable (n any
county or ¢ity, and this certainly gpears
well for the (ntegrity of the elections haid
under the new system: and, If they have
besn free from corruption and rnm!h. why
“dtriv-

This s & most vielent assump-
=

F
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